
MOMENTUM conference
aftermath

The MOMENTUM team would like to

extend their gratitude to the various

projects, speakers and participants

for making the recent eParticipation

conference such an overwhelming

success. A total of 124 participants

turned-out on the day and we

believe it made a very positive impact.

We are particularly grateful to MEP Dr. Paul RŸbig and Christophe

Nonnenmacher (Press Officer to MEP Sandrine BŽlier) who joined the

proceedings via video conference from Strasbourg.

For those of you who weren't able to make it to the European Parliament on

the 15th December 2009, highlights are now available on the MOMENTUM

YouTube channel . The photography archive can be accessed here .

Project Launches

The eMPOWER ePetition platform is

now live and supports the English,

Greek, Italian and Portuguese

languages.

The platform will gather ePetitions on six environmental issues: Biodiversity,

Climate Change, Genetically Modified Organism, Mercury, Waste

Management, Water Management.

In every section you will discover information, legislative references, news

and dossiers. Do something for the environment! Take action and sign in

VIDI sneak preview

Discussion visualisation project VIDI  has recently launched a working demo

of their exciting new tool. Refinements are needed to improve

responsiveness but readers of this newsletter can get a glimpse of what is to

come.



U@MARENOSTRUM Goes Live

The interactive online platforms of the U@MARENOSTRUM project are

launched and ready for use! Citizens, elected officials and every interested

group of stakeholders, can now join the platforms and discuss, exchange

opinions and learn more about water and marine environmental protection

and management.

The French  and Greek  platforms are launched and hosted by the Community

of French Riviera (CARF), the Directorate General for Modernization of

Valencia (DGM) and the Region of Ionian Islands (IonR).

Surfing the WAVE of climate change

The WAVE project  has launched its

closed user groups with the aim of

understanding how new technology can

help enhance participation in policy

making . The European Commission is

funding the WAVE project to see how

on-line argument visualisation can help

make policy easier to understand and

therefore combat the increasing distance

between citizens and politics. The

project pilot is just about to complete

its first phase Ð the closed user group.

350 citizens in focus groups across Europe have participated in the first

phase of the pilot that runs from October 2009 to February 2010. They

visited country specific platforms in France, Lithuania and the UK (see

www.jointhewave.org  for an example) to find out about climate change and

to add their own comments and information into the debate. The

participantÕs feedback on their experience will then be analysed to

understand the changes that need to be made to enhance the user

experience and make participation in the debates easier.

So far feedback has been positive and the degree of participation has

indicated just how important the topic of climate change is to citizens across

Europe. Feedback from decision makers has also been encouraging with one

politician stating ÒIt'd be nice to see something like WAVE become popular,

as a complimentary feature to other things like DEMOS and Yougov in the

UKÓ.

During the second pilot phase, which will begin at the start of April, the

WAVE platform will be made available to all citizens across Europe.

Demos@Work smoking progress

The Parliament of Lithuania (SEIMAS) and the Regional Parliament of

Catalonia have both launched interactive online portals where people can

cast their views on smoking and its effect.



The portals, part of the demos@work project , serve for an active and open

dialogue between members of the respective Parliaments, the European

Parliament, citizens and other stakeholders (e.g. doctors, representatives

from hospitals and NGOs).

Click here to visit the Lithuania portal

Click here to visit the Catalonia portal

06-07/05/10> Austria:  4th International Conference on eDemocracy  

24-26/05/10> Croatia:  eDemocracy and Political Communication  

30/06/10> UK: : 4th international conference in on-line deliberation  

17-18/06/10> Ireland:  10th European Conference on eGovernment

Contribution opportunity

CROSSROAD aims to build a roadmap for ICT research in the field of

governance and policy modelling, which will be supported by the contribution

of the results deriving from other FP7 projects in the area of eGovernment

and Policy Making. As such, CROSSROAD has initiated a Call for

Contributions on ÒFUTURE RESEARCH ON ICT FOR GOVERNANCE AND

POLICY MODELLINGÓ. Authors of the best 5 papers will be invited to join the

CROSSROAD Expert Scientific Committee in order to support the consortium

during the roadmap's development process. Click here to find out more .

Feedback? Contact us by email at momentum@atc.gr  or through
any of our other channels below
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